
 

WHY WE BELIEVE IN BELIEVER’S BAPTISM 
 
Should I Be Baptized?  

Here are 4 reasons every believer must be baptized:  

1. The Great Commission given by Jesus to the 

disciples commands that disciples be baptized in 

the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

(Matthew 28:19-20). 

2. Jesus set an example by being baptized. This 

event was significant enough to have been 

recorded in each of the four gospels (Matthew 

3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:29-

34). 

3. The book of Acts records the church as requiring 

baptism for believers, not as a means of 

salvation, but in response to salvation (Acts 2:38-

41, 8:36-39). 

4. Baptism is taught in the letters of the New 

Testament (Colossians 2:11-12; l Peter 3:21). 

What If I Was Already Baptized? 

Those who were baptized either as infants, small 

children, or without a proper understanding of 

salvation may wish to be re-baptized as believers. 

Why Believer’s Baptism? 

There are no instances in the New Testament in 

which either infants or non-believers were baptized.  

Therefore, we baptize only those who are of an age 

to choose for themselves to be baptized. We feel 

strongly on this point, but we do not condemn infant 

baptism. 

Why Immersion? 

The word baptize means to dip or to immerse.  

Baptizing by immersion symbolizes the believer’s 

death, burial and resurrection with Christ in a water 

grave.  Therefore, we baptize by immersion rather 

than sprinkling. 

Poor Reasons to be Baptized . . . 

1. In order to be saved. Baptism does not save 

anyone. It is done because one is saved already                                

(Acts 8:36-38; 1 Peter 3:21). 

2. In order to become more spiritual. Baptism does 

not make one more spiritual. Believers in 

Corinth were baptized in water, yet they were 

carnal  (1 Corinthians 1:13-16). 
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3. Due to pressure from others. One should not be 

baptized because of pressure from others, or in 

order to please others (i.e., parents, spouses etc.). 

It should be done out of personal conviction to 

obey Christ and the Scriptures. 

The Reason for Baptism . . . 

1. Baptism is an act of obedience to Christ and the 

Scriptures. 

2. Baptism is a physical demonstration of the 

believer’s association with the death, burial and 

resurrection of Christ. This association is acted 

out by being symbolically “buried and 

resurrected”  from a “water grave.” 

3. Baptism is symbolic of being cleansed from sin. 

4. Baptism identifies Christians as being partakers 

of the new covenant just as circumcision 

identified Jewish males as partakers of the old 

covenant. 

5. Baptism is a public testimony of what God has 

done for the believer by saving him or her. 

Therefore it is good to invite family and friends 

to baptisms. 

Before Being Baptized . . . 

At Grace Bible Church, candidates for baptism are 

required to attend a class taught by the pastor.  If you 

desire to be baptized please contact the church office 

and you will be informed about the next class. 

When Being Baptized . . . 

The person being baptized is asked, “Why do you 

want to be baptized?”  The question is answered 

with a declaration of Jesus as Lord and Savior, and 

any word of testimony one may wish to share.  The 

person being baptized will then be lowered under the 

water, and brought back up, while the baptizer says, 

“I baptize you in the name of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.” 

After Being Baptized . . . 

It is not likely a person will feel any different from 

before he or she was baptized. But having been 

obedient to the Lord and to the Scriptures, we 

rejoice, walking by faith in the Word of God, not by 

feelings. 
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